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a historical line

Blog assignment

By Sunday at 5 p.m. In lieu of commonplacing.

Write a blog entry with short notations (a few words) 
about four works we have read in relation to a single 
specific theme, device, problem, or pattern. Note the dates 
of the works as well. Then write at least two sentences 
about the literary-historical trajectory you see: 
continuity? sudden change? gradual evolution? opposing 
tendencies?



review

Hurston recuperated
producing the genius or “hypercanonical” figure
affiliation not filiation
transformative reception (as in Their Eyes itself)
ZNH’s re-emergence and the nature of cultural capital

Hurston and feminism: the domestic abuse episode(s)
hard-to-parse narrative stance

because of narrator-Janie intimacy
ambivalent relation to community
laying it open to critique or suspending indignation?



“real gods require…”

He drifted off into sleep and Janie looked down him and 
felt a self-crushing love. So her soul crawled out from its 
hiding place.

(128)



review

Hurston and feminism: the plot shape
re-marriage
no reproductivity
social loop-the-loop instead of a rise or fall
extended middle age



another social vision

September 16, 1928
Okeechobee Hurricane, having already hit the Caribbean, 
killing 300 in Puerto Rico, hits Florida



another social vision

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

RED CROSS SUMS UP HURRICANE RESULTS: Puts Total Dead at 3,000, ...
Special to The New York Times.
New York Times (1923-Current file); Sep 30, 1928; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times (1851-2009)
pg. 28

New York Times: September 30, 1928



another social vision

New York Times, October 7, 1928

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

BIG HURRICANE TOLL LAID TO DROWNINGS: Miami Mayor, Here, Says Wind ...
New York Times (1923-Current file); Oct 7, 1928; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times (1851-2009)
pg. 20
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Ten feet higher and as far as they could see the muttering 
wall advanced before the braced-up waters like a road-
crusher on a cosmic scale. The monstropolous beast had 
left his bed. The two hundred miles an hour wind had 
loosed his chains. (161)



Sometime that night the winds came back. Everything in 
the world had a strong rattle, sharp and short like Stew 
Beef vibrating the drum head near the edge with his 
fingers. By morning Gabriel was playing the deep tones in 
the center of the drum.…
	
 It woke up old Okechobee and the monster began to 
roll in his bed. Began to roll and complain like a peevish 
world on a grumble. The folks in the quarters and the 
people in the big houses further around the shore heard 
the big lake and wondered. The people felt uncomfortable 
but safe because there were the seawalls to chain the 
senseless monster in his bed. The folks let the people do 
the thinking. (158)



Sometime that night the winds came back. Everything in 
the world had a strong rattle, sharp and short like Stew 
Beef vibrating the drum head near the edge with his 
fingers. By morning Gabriel was playing the deep tones in 
the center of the drum.…
	
 It woke up old Okechobee and the monster began to 
roll in his bed. Began to roll and complain like a peevish 
world on a grumble. The folks in the quarters and the 
people in the big houses further around the shore heard 
the big lake and wondered. The people felt uncomfortable 
but safe because there were the seawalls to chain the 
senseless monster in his bed. The folks let the people do 
the thinking. (158)



White people had preempted that point of elevation and 
there was no more room. They could climb up one of its 
high sides and down the other, that was all. Miles further 
on, still no rest. (164)

another social vision



another social vision

“Don’t dump no white folks in de hole jus’ so.”
	
 “Whut tuh do ’bout de colored folks? Got boxes fuh 
dem too?” (171)

69 whites buried in Palm Beach’s Woodland Cemetery
674 blacks buried en masse in vacant lot in W. Palm Beach
Perhaps 6000 dead, of whom 80% were black field workers

Corpses were not just found in wrecked houses. They 
were under houses, tangled in shrubbery… (170)



“Don’t dump no white folks in de hole jus’ so.”
	
 “Whut tuh do ’bout de colored folks? Got boxes fuh 
dem too?” (171)
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“Don’t dump no white folks in de hole jus’ so.”
	
 “Whut tuh do ’bout de colored folks? Got boxes fuh 
dem too?” (171)
Discuss: how does race shape the storm aftermath?
Where do Hurston’s emphases fall in this episode?
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social vision

Since Tea Cake and Janie had friended with the Bahaman 
workers in the ’Glades, they, the “Saws,” [i.e., Nassaus], had 
been gradually drawn into the American crowd. (155)

One of the Bahaman boys stopped by Tea Cake’s house in 
a car and hollered….
	
 “De crow gahn up, man.”…
	
 “If Ah never see you no mo’ on earth, Ah’ll meet you in 
Africa.” (156)



comparative moment
(omitted in class)

They sat in company with the others in other shanties, 
their eyes straining against crude walls and their souls 
asking if He meant to measure their puny might against 
His. They seemed to be staring at the dark, but their eyes 
were watching God. (160)

Discussion
Compare the social vision of environmental catastrophe in 
As I Lay Dying and Their Eyes Were Watching God. What 
happens to the social world in the flood?



social vision

The novel maps south Florida’s powerful economic 
position within an extended Caribbean—or alternatively, 
an extended South—characterized by transnational 
migrant labor.

Martyn Bone, “The (Extended) South of Black Folk” (2007)



social vision

In short: another periphery?
peripheries within peripheries…
or recentering the margins (Janie’s nostos)



Next

Nightwood
Read at least to 83

Historical line blog entry


