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Prof. Andrew Goldstone (andrew.goldstone@rutgers.edu)
Mondays: Scott 119; Wednesdays: Scott 106
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October 30, 2017. Hammett (1).
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review: Sayers

▶ Lord Peter’s unorthodox methods

▶ and the post-war
▶ and faith
▶ and authority
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Black Mask 12, no. 7: cover. philsp.com. The Maltese Falcon ran in installments Sept.
1929–Jan. 1930 before being published as a book by Knopf later that year.

http://www.philsp.com/mags/black_mask.html
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Samuel Dashiell Hammett

1894 b. Maryland
1909 leaves school to work for B&O Railroad
1915 works as Pinkerton detective, Baltimore
1918 enlists in army
1920 working for Pinkertons incl. as strikebreaker
1922 first stories in Smart Set, Black Mask
1929 Red Harvest (Knopf)
1929–30 Maltese Falcon (good reviews)
1930– Hollywood
1939 involvement with CPUSA
1941 Maltese Falcon, dir. John Huston (3rd adaptation)
1942 enlists in army
1951 jailed for contempt after refusing to betray comrades
1953 subpoenaed by McCarthy Committee
1961 d.
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comparative discussion

▶ How do the opening chapters of Hammett’s novel use the
conventions of the detective story as you know from them Sayers
and Conan Doyle? Find specific examples.
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murder most foul?

“Miles had his faults same as the rest of us, but I guess he must’ve had
some good points too.”

“I guess so,” Spade agreed in a tone that was utterly meaningless. (160)
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the birds

Spade shook his head. “I don’t know anything about women.” (17; qtd.
by “JP”)

[Effie:] “That girl is all right, and you know it.” (42)

http://e20fic17.blogs.rutgers.edu/the-maltese-falcon-12/
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the birds

Spade shook his head. “I don’t know anything about women.” (17; qtd.
by “JP”)

[Effie:] “That girl is all right, and you know it.” (42)

http://e20fic17.blogs.rutgers.edu/the-maltese-falcon-12/
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the truth

He adjusted himself to beams falling, and then no more of them fell, and
he adjusted himself to them not falling. (64; qtd. by “JC”)

▶ what is the meaning of Spade’s Flitcraft story?

http://e20fic17.blogs.rutgers.edu/the-maltese-falcon-dashiell-hammett-2/
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the mask

He made his eyes dull with boredom. (20; qtd. by “SL”)

http://e20fic17.blogs.rutgers.edu/the-maltese-falcon-9/
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next

▶ finish the novel
▶ Hammett, “Suggestions”
▶ Chandler, “The Simple Art of Murder” (Sakai)


