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last time
Lovecraft / Lovecraft

1. the indescribable / the excess of description
2. desire for / fear for explanation
3. rejection of / identification with outsiders
4. claims on literary seriousness /

traces of pulp community (form, pseudobiblia)
5. reaction / the new

(like any other literary modernity)



“a fighting word”

“I suppose you’re aware of the fact, however, that life on 
this earth began as simple uni-cellular protoplasm, an by 
successive evolutionary mutations or changes developed 
into its present forms and is still slowly developing?”
	
 “We know that much—just because we’re not 
biologists you needn’t think we’re totally ignorant of 
biology,” Dutton said.
	
 “Shut up, Dutton,” I warned.

Hamilton, 82–83



The evolutionary tree. Modified from Gal-
loway. Copy this diagram in your note-
book. Explain it as well as you can.

Protozoa 8,000 Arachnids . 16,000
Sponges 2,500 Crustaceans 16,000
Crelenterates 4,500 Mollusks 61,000
Echinoderms 4,000 Fishes 13,000
Flatworms S,OOO Amphibians 1,400
Roundworms 1,500 Reptiles 3,500
Annelids 4,000 Birds 13,000
Insects 360,000 Mammals 3,500
Myriapods. 2,000 Total 518,900
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Man's Place in Nature. - Although we know that man is
separated mentally by a wide gap from all other animals, in our
study of physiology we must ask where we are to place man. If we
attempt to classify man, we see at once he must be placed with
the vertebrate animals because of his possession of a· vertebral
column. Evidently, too, he is a mammal, because the young are
nourished by milk secreted by the mother and because his body
has at least a partial covering of hair. Anatomically we find that
we must place man with the apelike mammals, because of these
numerous points of structural likeness. The group of mammals
which includes the monkeys, apes, and man we call the primates.
Although anatomically there is a greater difference between

the lowest type of monkey and the highest type of ape than there
is between the highest type of ape and the lowest savage, yet there
is an immense mental gap between monkey and man.
Instincts. - Mammals are considered the highest of vertebrate

animals, not only because of their complicated structure, but. be-
cause their instincts are so well developed. Monkeys certamly
seem to have many of the mental attributes of man.
Professor Thorndike of Columbia University sums up their habits

of learning as follows: -

"In their method of learning, although monkeys do not reach the
human stage of a rich life of ideas, yet they carry the animal method of
learning, by the selection of impulses and association of them with differ-
ent sense-impressions, to a point beyond that reached by any other of
the lower animals. In this, too, they resemble man; for he differs from
the lower animals not only in the possession of a new sort of intelligence,
but also in the tremendous extension of that sort which he has in common
with them. A fish learns slowly a few simple habits. Man learns quickly
an infinitude of habits that may be highly complex. Dogs and cats learn
more than the fish, while monkeys learn more than they. In the number
of things he learns, the complex habits he can form, the variety of lines
along which he can learn them, and in their permanence when once formed,
the monkey justifies his inclusion with man in a separate mental genus."

Evolution of Man. - Undoubtedly there once lived upon the
earth races of men who were much lower in their mental organiza-
tion than the present inhabitants. If we follow the early history
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The Doctrine of Evolution. - We have now learned that animal
forms may be arranged so as to begin with very simple one-celled
forms and culminate with a group which contains man himself.
This arrangement is called the evolutionary series. Evolution means

Mammalr change, and these groups
are believed by scientists
to represent stages in com-
plexity of development of
life on the earth. Geology
teaches that millions of
years ago, life upon the
earth was very simple,
and that gradually. more
and more complex forms
of life appeared, as the
rocks formed latest in time
show the most highly de-
veloped forms of animal
life. The great English

Protozoa 8000 scientist, Charles Darwin,
from this and other evi-
dence, explained the theory
of evolution. This is the

belief that simple forms of life on the earth slowly and gradually
gave rise to those more complex and that thus ultimately the most
complex forms came into existence.
The Number of Animal Species. - Over 500,000 species of

animals are known to exist to-day, as the following table shows.
Hunter, A Civic Biology (1914), diagram shown by Bryan at the Scopes trial (1925)



Cover of Wonder Stories 2, no. 11 (April 1934)



Ibid., 1327.



[Gernsback.] (Page 1267)
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FIGURE 1: ‘‘1,000,000 A.D.,’’ Punch, or the London Charivari,
25 November 1893, 250.
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Punch quoting H.G. Wells, “Man of the Year Million” (1893)
(image from A. Stiles, “Literature in Mind,” JHI 70, no. 2 [2009])



bodies

The greater part of the structure was the brain, sending 
enormous nerves to the eyes, ear and tactile tentacles. 
Besides this were the complex lungs, into which the mouth 
opened, and the heart and its vessels.…
	
 Strange as it may seem to a human being, all the 
complex apparatus of digestion, which makes up the bulk 
of our bodies, did not exist in the Martians. They were 
heads, merely heads. Entrails they had none.

Wells, The War of the Worlds (London, 1898), 207–8



discussion

What responses do Pollard’s different forms seem to 
invite? Consider both the responses enacted by the story’s 
characters and other possibilities…



bodies

Imagine a short almost flat body set high upon two slender 
legs, the body tapering in the middle, several times as 
broad across as it is through the center, with two arms 
almost as long as the legs attached to the upper part of the 
torso. A small column-like neck of only a few inches divides 
the head of oval shape from the body…. Their bodies were 
like a patchwork of misguided nature.

Stone, 99



Ibid., 1281,  1268.



Ibid., 1278.



Federation as Borg

“Under the orders of the Federation I will have to take 
you forcibly, for we are determined that Gola become one 
of us, if you like it or not.”

“Women are all right in their place, but it takes the men to 
see the profit of a thing like this—er—you are a woman, 
aren’t you?”

Stone, 105, 104



Herlands

Is “The Conquest of Gola” a utopia in the mode of 
“Sultana’s Dream”? Find evidence, one way or the other. 
What is Stone’s critique of the existing gender system?



next time

The Wesleyan Anthology: Asimov, Bradbury, Sturgeon
(read headnotes last)


